The persistence of this celebrated controversy, and the tenacity with which the opposing disputants have continued to hold their opinions, may be doubtless attributed chiefly to the subtile, peculiar, and somewhat variable character of the actual phenomena to be considered. In the physical sciences, any given subject, as chemical affinity, heat, light, electricity, magnetism, &c., may be made to present exactly the same facts to the attention of every inquirer; for although the the common and co-ordinating centres of all the other senses, when several exist in the same being. Moreover, they are the common centres of different instinctive feelings, impulses, or appetites excited by different conditions of certain internal organs, and operating according to the laws of intelligence, but without any conscious design, co-ordinate in different ways, at different times, under the guidance of the senses, ail the muscular movements of the body. The cephalic ganglia, therefore, in a general way, bear the same kind of relation to the organism of the articulata as the whole encephalon or brain bears to the organism of the higher animal. But in the encephalon of the latter a distinct nerve-centre presides over each of the more highly-developed organs of sense, while the separate functions of intellect are entrusted to a special cerebral centre. In this way the child endeavours and learns to walk and balance its body; and in after-life, when the same being attempts to learn the varied and complicated movements necessary for certain mechanical operations, he desires to perform those movements and persists in the effort to do so, until the necessary associations are acquired.
(To be continued.)
